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THE RUINS OF ESPIRITU PAMPA, PERU 
By HIRAM BINGHAM 

IN July, 191 1, while visiting Don Pedro Duque in Santa Ana, in 
the Province of Convencion, Department of Cuzco, Peru, I 
learned that in 1902 a local prospector, named Lopez Torres, 
said he had seen some Inca ruins in the montana at a difficult 
place to reach, named Conservidayoc. Lopez Torres had died, and 
I could find no one, either in Santa Ana or in the village of Vil- 
cabamba, the nearest village of any importance to Conservidayoc, 
who had seen the ruins or, who had even been near them. 

Thanks to the cooperation of the government officials, however, 
we succeeded in finding some Indians in the village of Pampaconas, 
near Vilcabamba, who had been in Conservidayoc. Enlisting their 
services as guides and carriers, we descended the hitherto unmapped 
Pampaconas river for four days, most of the time on foot over a 
trail that was impassable for dogs or mules. 

At the end of a difficult journey in a country where there is 
extremely little flat land, we found, at an elevation of about 3,300 
feet above sea level, a small alluvial plain. It was called Espiritu 
Pampa, or Pampa of Ghosts, and was covered with dense forest and 
jungle (fig. 60). A few members of the Campa tribe of savages 
(figs. 55-58) had made some recent clearings. The region was 
called Conservidayoc, a Spanish-Quichua hybrid meaning a place 
possessing the quality of preservation. 

In one of the clearings we located the ruins of a village which 
had eighteen or twenty primitive circular dwellings. All that 
remained were walls from two to three feet in height with a single 
opening. The measurements of these ruins are given in the accom- 
panying table. 

These houses were arranged in an irregular group. In the 
woods not far away there seemed to be the remains of other circular 
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houses of about the same size, with walls from three to four feet 
in height. 



House 
Number 


Shape 


Dimensions 


Remarks 


I 


Round 


Diameter 15 ft. 




2 


Spade-shaped 


21 ft. X 16.5 ft.; 
"handle" 10 ft. wide 




3 


Round 


Diameter 15 ft. 




4 




15 " 


Contained fragments of Inca 
pottery 


5 


" 


18 " 


Contained Inca potsherds 


6 


" 


17 " 




7 


Nearly round 


21 " 




8 


Rectangular 


13 ft. X 19 ft. 




9 


Oval 


16 " X 35 " 


Contained Inca potsherds 
scattered about the floor 


10 


Round 


Diameter 18 ft. 




11 


" 


" 21 " 


Contained potsherds 


12 


Roughly circular 


15 " 




13 


" " 


15 " 




14 


Round 


16" 


Contained potsherds 


15 


" 


16 " 


" " 


16 


" 


18 " 


" " 


I 7. 


Apparently semi- 
circular 




Very ruinous condition 


18 


Round 


Diameter 16 " 


Contained potsherds 



On a promontory above this alluvial plain was a rectangular 
ruin of Inca style about 12 ft.Xi4 ft. Leading from it down to 
the plain we noticed the remains of a stairway nearly a third of a 
mile in length made of rough blocks of stone, the steps being four 
to five feet in width, the risers about a foot in height, and the treads 
a foot and a half deep, 

Half an hour's walk from the ruined village of circular houses 
is a place called Eromboni Pampa, where there are several terraces 
and a long rectangular building, 192 feet in length and 24 feet in 
width, with twelve doors in front and twelve behind, the doors 
being about 3.5 feet in width. The building was in a ruinous 
condition, none of the roof remaining, much of the walls being 
almost totally destroyed, and none of the stone lintels of the door- 
ways being in place. One section of the wall appeared to have 
been plastered with mud. Near here was a fountain with three 
short spouts (pi. xiii, 3), somewhat resembling the fountain men- 
tioned by Squier and Bandelier on the Island of Titicaca. 
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1. INTERIOR OF BUILDING H, SHOWING DOOR AND NICHES IN NORTHERN CORNER 







3. TRIPLE FOUNTAIN AT ESPIRITU PAMPA WITH TH rtEE ROUGHLY CAKVED WATER SPOUTS 

(Photographs by Hiram Bingham) 
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About 200 yards away was the most important group of the 
Espiritu Pampa ruins. These were all, with one exception, rec- 
tangular. All except one or two had gable ends (fig. 59). One of 
the buildings stood apart and was rounded at one end, having a 
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Figure 52. 

single door at the other end. Another, standing by itself, appeared 
to have no door at all. Its four niches are arranged with extreme 
irregularity, and are more than two feet deep, an unusual dimen- 
sion. It had also a recessed niche outside, facing the little plaza 
around which the buildings were grouped. 

Most of these buildings resemble those at Choqquequirau in 
being built of rough blocks of stone, not squared or otherwise 
fashioned, except occasionally on the corners and in the doorways. 
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Fig. 53. — Pierced grave stone and Inca stone utensils found by Saavedra, and Inca 

pottery now in use at the sugar plantation of Conservidayoc in the 

Pampaconas valley. (Photo, by Hiram Bingham.) 




Fig. 54. — Three large characteristic Inca jars found at Conservidayoc in the Pampa- 
conas valley. (Photo, by Hiram Bingham.) 
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The stones were laid in mud. The lintels of the doors were not 

monolithic, but were made of three or four long narrow stone blocks. 

The two most important buildings of this group were carefully 

constructed, and were well provided with niches symmetrically 

arranged. The niches in these houses are all small, being about a 







Fig. 55. — Group of Campa Indians at Espiritu Pampa, Pampaconas valley. 
(Photo, by H. L. Tucker.) 

foot deep and nearly a foot and a half in height. The gable ends 
of these houses were ornamented by roughly cylindrical blocks 
protruding at the point where the wooden rafters had once been. 
These two houses were situated on an artificial terrace, but their 
entrances faced the hillside, and they had no windows, unless 
possibly the small openings high up on the side walls be considered 
as ventilating windows (pi. xin, 2). 

The drawing (fig. 52) gives a good idea of the general arrangement 
of this group, and of the relative sizes of the houses. 

The inside dimensions of the principal buildings as shown on the 
plan of the ruins at Espiritu Pampa are as follows : 

Room A. Length 28 ft.; width 14.6 ft.; thickness of walls 3.2 ft. 
B. " 23.5 " " 14.6 ". 

" C. (Walls in too ruinous condition to make inside measurements 

practicable.) 
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Room D. (Walls in too ruinous condition to make inside measurements 
practicable.) 



E. 


Length 17 ft.; 


width 14.6 ft. 




F. 




20 " 


" -14.3" 




G. 




25.5 " 


" 15.5 " 




H. 




25.8 " 


" 15.5 " ; 


thickness of walls 2.5 ft 


I. 




26.1 " 


" 15-7 " 




J. 




29.5 " 


" 15.3 " 




K. 




35 " 


11 20.8 " 




Fountain L. 




9-3 " 


" 4.7 " ; 


length of spout 1. ft. 
width " " .5 " 




Fig. 56.-— Campas with painted faces living at Espiritu Pampa in the Pampaconas 

valley. The one-eyed man on the left is the chief of the small group living there. 

(Photo, by H. L. Tucker.) 
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The present Indians call this group of houses Tendi Pampa. 

Rooms H and I are on a lower terrace. M is the stairway 
leading from the upper to the lower terrace. Nearly all the houses 
have potsherds and some have charcoal remains. 




Fig. 57. — A Campa Indian in Conservidayoc. He is said to be one of the leading 
men of the tribe, and to have three wives. (Photo, by H. W. Foote.) 

In rooms H and I the corners are laid up with more care than 
the other buildings. There are far more niches, and evidently 
these were the houses of the chief people of the place. As the doors 
face the terrace, there is no outlook, and the houses had no windows 
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except little ventilators, as shown in plate xm, 2 . In these two rooms 
we found fragments of better pottery than in the other buildings. 
This may have been due to the fact that H and I appeared to be 
unknown to the Indians, as they had been covered with very dense 







Fig. 58. — Two of the wives of the chief of the group of Campa Indians at Espiritu 
Pampa, and three of his children. (Photo, by H. L. Tucker.) 



vines and heavy jungle. The niches in these two rooms were about 

1 foot in depth, 1.5 in height, and 1.2 in width. These were roughly 

the measurements of all the niches in the group, except those in E. 

The walls of room K were in a very ruinous condition, and it was 
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impossible to be sure whether this building was constructed at the 
same time as the others or not. There is no reason why it should 
not have been a primitive chapel, built by the missionaries near the 
old Inca settlement. The fact that the walls have not stood as 
well as those of the other structures might be taken to indicate a 




Fig. 59. — Gable end of a house at Espiritu Pampa. 
(Photo, by Hiram Bingham.) 



later and more hasty construction. The semicircular end of the 
building isnot characteristic of Inca architecture. Atthe same time, 
the primitive circular and oval houses near the modern Indian 
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huts might lead one to conclude that this was an earlier ruin than 
the characteristic Inca houses near by. 

A small fountain (fig. 61) near the doorless house gave an 
opportunity for water-jars to be filled without going any great 
distance. 




t 

Fig. 60. — General view of typical jungle at Espiritu Pampa, showing in foreground the 

east end of building H, with projecting cylindrical stone. 

(Photo, by Hiram Bingham.) 

In and around the houses were remains of water-jars, numerous 
potsherds, and pieces of several fine Inca aryballi. Two or three 
small bronze axes had been picked up in this vicinity by the Indians, 
and Sefior Saavedra, a Peruvian who had a very primitive sugar 
plantation not many miles away, was using three or four large Inca 
jars which he had found in the woods near the ruins (fig. 54). 
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Near the plantation Saavedra reported discovering several 
bottle-shaped graves covered with flat stones. One of these flat 
stones was pierced, as shown in the illustration (fig. 53), and this 




Fig. 61. — Single fountain near building H at Espiritu Pampa. 
(Photo, by Hiram Bingham.) 



hole was covered with a thin piece of beaten silver. In the graves 
he said he had found nothing except some very yellow clay. Be- 
sides the bronze axes and the characteristic sherds, he had also 
found several stone mortars and pestles. 

With one exception, everything about the fragments of pottery 
and the architecture of the houses was unquestionably Inca. This 
exception was the presence of a dozen or fifteen roughly made 
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Spanish roofing tiles of varying sizes. On account of the small 
number of them and of the great irregularity of their sizes (one of 
them was 1.6 feet in width, another 1.9 in width; one was 1.6 feet 
in length, another 1.9 feet), it seemed to me possible that these 
tiles had been made experimentally by recent Peruvians or possibly 




Fig. 62. — Stone bridge at the ruins of Espiritu Pampa. (Photo, by H. W. Foote.) 



early Spanish missionaries, who might have come to this place three 
centuries ago. The Indians could offer no explanation of the 
mystery. Apparently none of the houses ever had tiled roofs, as 
the number of fragments was not enough to cover more than a few 
square feet, and nearly all were outside the buildings. 
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I believe that the ruins of Espiritu Pampa were constructed by 
the Incas, possibly soon after the Spanish occupancy of Cuzco, 
when, under the young Inca Manco and his sons, they occupied this 
region. Arable land was extremely scarce, and here on this alluvial 
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Fig. 63. — West end of building F, showing projecting cylindrical stones and two 

roofing tiles, a number of which were found lying near these ruins. 

(Photo, by Hiram Bingham.) 



fan, the largest within a radius of many miles, they were able to 
raise coca, peanuts, corn, yucca, and other semitropical products. 
In the Relacidn of Diego Rodriguez de Figueroa of his visit 
to the Inca Titu Cusi Yupanqui (published and edited by Dr 
Richard Pietschmann) , there is an account of his meeting the Inca 
in the village of Pampaconas. The Inca evidently came from 
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somewhere down in the montana — it may have been from Espiritu 
Pampa. 

Rodriguez relates how he received a present at Pampaconas 
from the Inca Titu Cusi of a macaw and two hampers of peanuts. 

It was interesting to find that the Indians at Espiritu Pampa had 
eight tame macaws which they were planning to send to market, 
and that Saavedra had quantities of fine peanuts. 

There appears to be no reason why the ruins of Espiritu Pampa 
are not those of the residence of the Inca Titu Cusi Yupanqui in 

1565. 

So far as I am aware, no other Inca ruins have been found so 
low down in the Amazon jungles. The elevation here is about 
3,300 feet above sea-level. The location is lat. 12 55' S., long. 
73 24/ W., as determined by Mr Kai Hendriksen, the topographer 
of the expedition. 

Yale University 

New Haven, Connecticut 



